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In January 2014 Spence and Dower LLP, 

Chartered Architects and Historic Building 

Consultants, were asked by the Parish of 

Tarset and Greystead to assist them with 

work they were undertaking to produce a  

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Our particular role was to coordinate with 

the neighbourhood steering group in  

production of a Design Guide for the Parish 

to be read alongside their proposed  

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The need for this detailed design work had 

been highlighted during early consultations 

with the community. 

 

Spence and Dower worked closely with the 

steering group for almost a year, listening 

to their analysis of public consultations.  

Significant issues were identified relating to 

the historic and special location of the 

Parish, most of which lies within 

Northumberland National Park. Key themes 

included Tarset and Greystead’s 

unfettered landscape, isolated farmsteads, 

clusters of historic development and its two 

larger settlements of Lanehead and 

Greenhaugh. 

 

These thoughts were knitted together with 

the overall picture of the environment as 

expressed by the people who live and 

work in the area; what they regard as  

being very significant about the historic 

progression of built and landscape form 

and how they wish to see that sensitivity 

expressed as the Parish moves into the  

future.  

 

The document is a characterisation and 

design study which was used to inform the 

evolution of the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan.  
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There is a wide recognition that the Tarset 

and Greystead landscape has special 

qualities. It is for this reason that the 

landscape of the Parish is included in the  

Northumberland National Park designated 

in 1956, excepting only those areas of 

Kielder and Wark Forests which clothe the 

Western side of the Parish. 
 

Within that wider context the  

Northumberland National Park Authority 

(NNPA) Local Development Framework 

Supplementary Planning Document:  

Landscape SPD was published in  

September 2011 setting out the NNPA  

vision for the National Park claiming that: 
 

“The inspiring and changing landscapes, 

characterised by open spaces, tranquillity, 

diverse habitats and rich cultural heritage 

will be widely recognised and valued.” 
 

That claim is made for the whole of the  

National Park. It is particularly true and  

relevant for the Tarset and Greystead 

landscape which forms an enclosed basin  

encircled by a ring of high Rolling 

Moorland which has secured its tranquility 

and protected the parish from intrusion. 

 
 

Historic Development 
 

The attraction of this stretch of the North 

Tyne and its tributaries, the Tarset and  

Chirdon Burns, to early human societies is 

demonstrated by a rich cultural heritage.  

 

This spans from the hunter-gatherers of  

prehistoric times through the Roman  

occupation, the troubled medieval  

communities of the disputed Anglo-Scottish 

border, more settled post-medieval  

development of Upland farming and the 

parliamentary enclosures for land  

improvement by landowners with tenant 

farmers, while the construction of a railway 

brought a wider market for livestock and 

supported mineral working for coal, 

limestone and building sandstone. 
 

There is a recognition that even in the  

20th century the landscape of Tarset and 

Greystead has changed and will continue 

to do so. Agriculture, water management, 

the growth of tourism and the impact of  

forestry are significant drivers in that 

change. Economic activity and  

development are part of a constant 

search for personal and community  

betterment. 

 

A wealth of historical analysis is available to 

help an understanding of the way the  

Tarset and Greystead landscape has 

evolved over time and the archaeological 

and historical evidence is an important 

source of inspiration and comfort to  

today’s residents. Deep in the human  

psyche a sense of place is built upon an  

acknowledgement of the contribution  

previous generations have made in  

shaping their environment which has  

become ours to pass on unimpaired. 

The Overall Landscape Setting 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.1  

 

Settlement and protecting moorland 

The impact of 20th century afforestation 

A forestry sky-line of the 20th century 
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Specific Landscape Designations 
 

Beyond the designation of much of the 

Parish as part of Northumberland National 

Park, a number of areas are the subject of 

specific protective landscape  

designations. 
 

These bring their own protective  

regulations which do not need to be  

repeated in or reinforced by the  

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 
 

 

 
Landscape Characterisation 

 

This Landscape and Design Assessment 

identifies the distinctive natural and cultural 

qualities of the Tarset and Greystead 

landscape. It seeks to characterise 

the Sense of Place that is valued by the 

community.  Extensive evidence based 

work on this has already been  

undertaken by the National Park and 

Northumberland County Council. 
 

A landscape characterisation model for 

the Tarset and Greystead  Parish can  

therefore  be developed from the base of 

the  Northumberland National Park (NNPA) 

Landscape Supplementary Planning 

Document 2011 and from the landscape 

characterisation in Northumberland 

County Council (NCC) Local Development 

Framework. 
 

The landscape of Tarset and Greystead 

falls within three landscape character 

types of the NNPA’s landscape, the NCC 

Landscape Character Assessment, and 

generally within the Border Moors and 

Forests Character Area 5 of the national 

map and description prepared in 1997 by 

the former Countryside Commission and 

Natural England.  
 

As these documents apply to wider areas 

of County and National Park it is necessary 

to refine the characterisation to a more  

intimate canvas within the Parish area. 
 

The three defined landscape characters                       

are: 

 
 Rolling Upland Valleys 

 Rolling Uplands 

 Moorland and Forest Mosaic 

 

They span the NNPA and NCC areas and 

are shown on the map on the following 

page. 

 

 

The Overall Landscape Setting 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.1  

Northumberland National Park (yellow border) 

with Tarset and Greystead Parish shown in red 
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This pattern of characterisation forms a 

very useful framework for the Tarset and 

Greystead Parish landscape but it will be 

seen at once that all three must be seen 

together since each forms the context for 

the others so intimately.  

 

For instance the Moorland and Forest  

Mosaic is essentially the result of a  

particular land use over a large tract of 

Rolling Upland and its character depends 

on the way forestry land is managed. The 

Rolling Uplands and the Valleys are part of 

one system in which geology, erosion and 

weathering, soils and human activity have 

shaped and conditioned the surfaces and 

vegetation. 

 

 

The Overall Landscape Setting 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.1  

 
Rolling Upland Valleys 

Rolling Uplands 

Uplands Commons 

and Farmlands  

Moorland and  

Forest Mosaic 

Parish Boundary 

Composite plan of landscape character areas  

in the Parish — inside and beyond the  

National Park and its surroundings 
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1. Rolling Upland Valleys 
 

Key Characteristics 
 

 A high unbroken horizon seen from all 

parts of the neighbourhood forms a 

protective rim to the Parish. A rare  

 pattern in which no intrusive man-made 

structure diminishes the scale of the 

landscape or the emotional impact of 

wildness. 
 

 The North Tyne: a corridor into and 

through the Tarset and Greystead 

landscape, now an important tourist 

route to Kielder and Scotland. Not a 

textbook glaciated form – it is neither 

straight nor U shaped – but the present 

river runs across glacial deposit drift 

formations and breaks through the 

Eastern crescent of high ground 

between Tarset and Birks on a route cut 

by a Proto-tyne before the last Ice-Age. 

  

 Clearly defined flood plain, often  

 alternating sides where the water 

course meanders. In some sections 

flood banks have been erected  

 alongside the water to protect  

 haughland, most of which is improved 

grassland. 
 

 Steep shelves of glacial deposit above 

the haughland colonised with semi-

natural oak, birch and hazel. By the 

riverbanks alder and ash mark the  

 sinuous course of burns. 
 

 The Tarset and Chirdon Burns: deep cut 

tributaries fed from the large  

 catchment areas of open moorland to 

the North and South-West. 
 

 The landscape of the Valleys is  

 archaeologically rich through all ages. 

Tarset and Dally Castles played an early 

rôle in medieval power, the string of 

bastles up Tarset valley suggest a 

breakdown of order; field enclosures, 

the two churches and their rectories, 

the railway line, coal mining and lime 

kilns suggest greater prosperity.  

 

 

 

Landscape Characters 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.2  

The North Tyne Valley from above Rushend with the 

bright green haughland below Old Hall 

Tarset Valley : Thorneyburn Church in the distance. 

Semi-natural woodland marks incised burns joining 

the Tarset 

 

The description of landscape character 

types is based on the Northumberland 

National Park Authority Landscape 

Supplementary Planning Document, 

but focuses on the Parish area in more 

detail to understand and communicate 

finer distinctions and reflect local 

community sensitivity to their 

landscape surroundings. 

Tarset and Greystead  
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 Viewing down from the Rolling Uplands 

around, the Upland Valleys show some 

strong patterns. The paths of the river 

and burns can be easily read from their 

bankside tree markers of alder and  

hazel. The lighter green haughs of the 

valley bottom similarly read clearly.  

Development and other more urban 

features are very limited, colours are 

muted, and little glints in the sun. 
 

 The valley sides East of Tarset and North 

of the Tyne have mixed scale field  

 pattern with stone walls, hedges,  

 broken hedgerow tree cover, and post 

and wire fencing. With the exception of 

the North Tyne corridor it is these South 

and West facing slopes which are more 

enclosed and more inhabited by  

 settlement. This is now entirely livestock 

farming but in some areas reflects  

 historic periods of mixed farm economy. 

Ancient semi-natural woodland marks 

incised sykes and springs. Narrow lanes 

cross this landscape without intruding 

on its scale, and without heavily  

 engineered impacts on its topography. 
 

 Opposite Greenhaugh the rough  

 unimproved grassland of Thorneyburn 

Common reaches further down into the 

valley than on the East slope behind the 

village. Settlements and dispersed  

 farmsteads are generally raised above 

the valley floor on contour roads.  

 

 Tourism and outdoor recreational  

 pursuits are served by a network of 

rights of way providing access into and 

across the landscape and opportunities 

are growing for small scale  

 diversification of the farming economy 

which is restricted to livestock, mainly 

sheep, some Galloway cattle. 

 

 

 

Landscape Characters 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.2      

Donkleywood stands above the valley floor on the 

North side of the Tyne, just outside the Parish 

boundary 

New wall continues a traditional field boundary  

Public rights of way provide access across fields of 

the valley floor, linking with the extensive access land 

of the Upland Moors 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 8 

 

 

2. Rolling Uplands 
 

Key Characteristics 
 

 Unbroken skylines. 
 

 Broad open large scale Rolling  

 Moorland Plateau generally between 

275 and 375m AOD. 
 

 Simple smooth flowing landform  

 moulded by sheet glaciation of the last 

Ice-Age, often featureless with high  

 degree of uniformity. 
 

 Extensive areas of semi-natural  

 vegetation including matrix of  

 matt-grass moorland, heather, raised 

bogs or mires and patches of bracken. 
 

 Drained by a network of burns that 

have eroded deep but not visually 

prominent ravines or sykes. 
 

 Archaeological sites of all periods are 

found from native settlements during 

Roman occupation through the  

 medieval baronial holding of the  

 Liberty of Tynedale to post medieval 

settlements, farmsteads, sheepfolds, 

parliamentary enclosures and scattered 

industrial workings, quarries and lime 

kilns through to the 20th century. 
 

 Sparse settlement including isolated 

farmsteads and Victorian sporting  

 lodges. 
 

 Colour is muted and tree cover is sparse  

– occasional coniferous shelterbelts and 

clumps with limited areas of  

 semi-natural woodland flanking burns 

running out of the high ground. 
 

 Uniformity of ground cover broken in 

places by in-bye improved grassland 

associated with farmsteads. 
 

 A rich and special bio-diversity  

 associated with the adaptation of  

 vegetation, bird and mammal life to 

the relatively harsh environment. 

 

 

 

Landscape Characters 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.2      

Rolling Uplands: The level horizon of Hareshaw  

Common at the Eastern boundary of Tarset 

An archaeological feature: Limekiln above  

High Green  

A land of far horizons with extensive access 
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 Whilst there are some very distant views 

of the windfarm on the A68 in this 

landscape it is easy to recognise the 

rarest tranquillity on a still summer’s day 

and the harshest exposure in mid-

winter. This is a high value remote 

environment in which human impact 

does nothing to diminish the scale and 

tranquillity of the Rolling Moorland 

Landscape. Dark skies here are 

especially valued. 
 

 Extensive Access Land across the  

 Upland Moors designated under the 

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000. 

 

 

3. Moorland and Forest Mosaic 
 

Key Characteristics 
 

 A very significant shift to large scale  

 coniferous plantation has been pursued 

in the 20th century. In the Parish of Tarset 

and Greystead the South-Western tract 

of land from Roughside Moor down to 

Paddaburn falls within a Moorland 

Forestry landscape type while a broad 

belt of afforestation crosses the 

Northern tract between Highfield and 

Blackburn Common. 
 

 These have been simple expansive 

tracts of Upland transformed by dense 

and extensive forest plantation,  

 generally above 250m above 

ordnance datum. 
 

 The topography is gently rolling  

 landscape incised by burns that are  

 often concealed by plantations though 

at their lower edge may be expressed 

by stands of native broadleaved trees 

colonising the banks. 
 

 Perhaps through variation in land  

 Ownership, a mosaic is formed of large 

scale coniferous plantations, open grass 

and heather moorland and mires with  

 limited areas of in-bye pasture. 
 

 Enclosed landscape with limited views. 

 

 

 

Landscape Characters 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.2      

Access Land over Lord’s Shaw 

High up the Tarset Valley looking toward Sidwood 

the mosaic of coniferous plantation with alder in the 

foreground and high forest horizon behind. 

The enclosed group of buildings at Comb with a  

forest backdrop 

Tarset and Greystead  
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 On the slopes a mosaic of rough  

 pasture variously enclosed with stone 

walls, fencing or hedges giving way to 

open matt-grass moorland above.  
 

 Aside from the commercial coniferous 

forest plantations, shelter belts and 

clumps of pine, mature hedgerow ash 

(some on historic stone dykes), then 

around larger houses a focus of more  

 enriched tree species planting for 

pleasure or shelter. 
 

 A dynamic landscape with significant 

areas of on-going felling and  

 restocking, so of different ages and  

 colours, particularly where changes of 

planting policy occur. The forest edge is 

frequently brought right to a boundary. 

These edges are often very harsh and 

do not reflect natural landform. 
 

 Some broadleaved woodland edges 

particularly along the lower slopes and 

beside burns. New planting policy  

 recognises the benefit of softening the 

plantations character. 
 

 Archaeological remains which survive 

may be obscured by plantation but a 

good many can be found in unplanted 

areas including the remains of several 

bastles along Tarset Burn, abandoned  

 farmsteads and sheepfolds, quarries 

and old boundaries. 
 

 A generally uninhabited landscape 

with restricted access to the occasional 

farmstead on Forestry tracks.  
 

 International Dark Skies designation of 

Northumberland National Park and  

Kielder Forest. 
 

 From almost everywhere in the Parish 

the dark edge of afforestation can be 

seen creeping like a cap across the 

rounded tops of the North and Western 

horizons moorland. However, this does 

not diminish the sense of an unbroken 

horizon surrounding the Parish. 

 

 

 

Landscape Characters 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.2      

The detail of forest edge along the West bank of 

Tarset Burn 

A wider view along Tarset Burn shows the  

commercial forest softened by alder  

following the water course. 

The cap of afforestation above the valley landscape 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Two important factors affect experience of 

the landscape character areas: 

 how the landscape and the landscape 

setting is viewed at the critical points of 

entry into the area 

 how development sits within it. 
 

Although there are many minor routes of 

approach into the Parish there are four 

which are frequently used and  

experienced, and they set out the key  

characteristics of the area. These are: 

 The approach from the East from  

Bellingham 

 The approach from the North East from the 

B6320 

 The approach from the West from Kielder 

 The approach from the North by Lord’s 

Shaw, crossing the Pennine Way. 
 

Distant views at all these Gateways are 

characterised by horizons unaffected by 

development or structures. 
 

The Eastern Gateway 

The road from Bellingham crosses a broad 

ridge as it approaches Lanehead. Only 

shortly before reaching Lanehead is the 

broad panorama of the North Tyne Valley, 

and the Tarset Burn Valley, revealed. 

This is an approach characterised by an 

open Rolling Upland/Rolling Upland Valley 

setting with an absence of development. 
 

The panorama, once revealed, has  

Lanehead as an immediate foreground to 

extensive valley sides with very limited  

individual and small groupings of buildings. 
 

The North Eastern Gateway 

The road from the B6320 Bellingham/

Otterburn Road into the Tarset Burn Valley 

runs over Sandy Sike Rigg to junction with 

the Lanehead/Greenhaugh Road just 

South of Greenhaugh. The Gateway 

approach is very similar to the Eastern 

Gateway. Prominent are the undeveloped 

Uplands above the West side of the valley. 

The slightly more developed East side of 

the valley is screened by folds in the 

landscape and heavy tree cover around 

Greenhaugh. 

The Western Gateway 

The route along the North Tyne valley is 

much softer and more heavily landscaped, 

particularly running along the course of the 

river and its relatively lush valley bottom. 
 

This Gateway is more enclosed by mature 

tree cover, offering glimpses of views to the 

river and across the valley to occasional 

individual development and small scale 

clusters, such as that at Donkleywood. The 

critical features here include the very  

limited development along the road  

corridor itself — and the contrast between 

the moorland and forest mosaic running in 

from the South and the Upland Valley of 

the river valley.  
 

The Northern Gateway 

This approach from the A68 crosses a high 

point around Lord’s Shaw where the  

Pennine Way crosses the road. It is an  

approach across wild, open and extensive 

heather moorland with distant views of 

blocks of forestry. As the ridge is crossed, 

the upper parts of the area drained by the 

Tarset Burn come into view. Its character is 

one of wildness, openness and tranquillity.  
 

In views to near and distant environments 

and horizons, buildings and development 

are almost non existent.  

Gateways 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.3 

 

Greenhaugh 

Lanehead 

North Tyne corridor 

 
 

 

East 

West 

North 
Lord’s 

Shaw 

North 

East 
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Historic maps show the gradual growth of 

development within the landscape. This is 

with an overall picture of isolated 

farmsteads, small clusters of buildings and 

the related larger groupings of Lanehead 

and the settlement of Greenhaugh. 

 

The isolated farmsteads were developed 

where they needed to be to service and 

support individual farms. As such they 

reflect in both their locations and setting 

the changing agricultural profile of the 

landscape; more frequent in the lower 

parts of the Valleys and on the sunnier East 

and North sides of the Valleys, less frequent 

in the Uplands. 
 

In a harsh and exposed overall  

environment they sought shelter from  

landform where they could, and also local 

sheltering tree cover, either by bedding 

into pre-existing mature sheltering tree 

cover or by creating new tree cover which 

has now become mature. 
 

What was very significant in the setting of 

these isolated pieces of development in 

the landscape, was even more significant  

as a driver for the location of the more  

substantial clusters and the settlements of 

Greenhaugh. 
 

With the exception of the cluster around 

Hott Farm in the North Tyne Corridor, these 

are grouped on the South or West facing 

sides of the Valleys. They tend to be on 

roads following the contours part way up 

the slopes between the agriculturally richer 

valley bottoms and the exposed and  

inhospitable Uplands. 

 

In the North Tyne corridor Tarset Hall, The 

Hott, Greystead and Old Hall are closer to 

the haughland. In the Chirdon Valley 

dispersed farmsteads are close to the burn 

with open moorland grass to the East but  

encroaching forest on the West side. 

 

More intensive use of fields closer to the 

farm complexes and clusters has been 

reflected in more extensive building or  

survival of field divisions in the form of 

drystone walls. These often run into and out 

of the farm complexes and building  

clusters. They bind built development into 

its agricultural surroundings, and often  

enclose more domestic spaces to the 

complexes — adding to their shelter and 

protection. 

Small clusters of buildings tend to have 

been developed in association with farm 

complexes on local roads, such as  

The Hott, or  bastles and other historic 

features, as at Gatehouse. Again these 

have located collectively to seek, exploit 

and create shelter through land form and 

tree cover. 
 

Lanehead has developed historically from 

three closely related building groupings.  
 

The first follows the sheltered farm related 

origins pattern, part way up the bank from 

the Tarset Burn to the Greenhaugh road.  
 

The second is tightly gathered around what 

was the crossroads between the  

Bellingham to Donkleywood road, and the 

Greenhaugh to North Tyne valley road.  
 

The third is down the hill around Redmire.  
 

 

The historic development of enclosure, building and settlement within the landscape 

The Interface Between Landscape and Development  

Section 1  Landscape 

1.4 

Built development bound into its agricultural setting 

Tarset and Greystead  
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With the build-up of field boundary wall  

enclosures and sheltering mature tree  

cover many of these clusters appear to 

grow out of managed agricultural  

background landscape, several along the 

line of the Old Drover’s Road down from 

the Greenhaugh Road to Tarset Burn 

Bridge. They generally have fairly soft built 

edges at their interface with it. 
 

 

Greenhaugh and particularly the West side 

of Greenhaugh, contrasts with this pattern. 

An original farm complex narrowly intrudes  

into, extends out from  and spreads down 

what is here a gentle slope towards Tarset 

Burn. The remainder of the West side of 

Greenhaugh is distinctly more linear and 

enclosed than anywhere else in the Parish. 
 

The Interface Between Landscape and Development  

Section 1  Landscape 

1.4 

 

Short terraces of development provide a 

tight West edge to the road passing 

through the settlement and, in landscape 

terms, offers the only substantial hard edge 

between development and landscape. 

 

Interspersing this broad picture of the  

interface between landscape and  

development are a small number of  

untypical buildings notably Thorneyburn 

Church Greenhaugh Hall and High Green 

Manor. Each of these is set in its own 

intense mature landscape, and to a large 

extent, lost within the wider overall  

landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The three closely related groups at Lanehead 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 

Greenhaugh 

Thorneyburn Church 



 

 

 14 

 

 

Landscapes of high sensitivity are at risk of 

having key characteristics irreversibly  

altered. A growing body of work on  

Landscape Character Assessments has 

sought to measure the capacity of a  

landscape to accommodate change  

without significant effects on its character.  

Sensitivity relates to the stability of  

character, the degree to which it is robust 

enough to continue with or recover from 

change or loss. Sensitivity can be assessed 

by considering both physical 

characteristics and perceptual 

characteristics. 
 

The physical characteristics include 

Natural Factors such as vegetation and 

tree cover types and the pattern of the 

semi-natural habitat; this is influenced by 

altitude, climatic conditions, geology and 

soil. Superimposed on these are Cultural 

Factors, land use and management,  

enclosure, settlement patterns and the  

heritage deposit of human occupation. 

Sensitivity is understood through a number 

of attributes touching our aesthetic  

response, such as scale, texture, pattern, 

colour, form and balance in composition. 
 

All this leads to an awareness that some 

landscape types will be less able to absorb 

new development or changes in land 

management than others and this  

sensitivity may be  

 

 ecological, i.e. vulnerable to  

 fundamental disturbance of habitat 

or eco-system  

 cultural, vulnerable to an interruption 

of the long chain of human impact 

over time 

 visual, the probability of  

development being highly visible and 

intrusive on an established landscape 

character and likely to disturb the 

perception of those who have  

reason to care about the character 

of that place. 

 

 

It has been an essential recognition of 

planning legislation and practice that  

landscapes of high sensitivity, where  

essential characteristics once lost would be 

impossible to restore, must be afforded 

particular care and consideration to  

prevent the loss of that valued character. 

 

The Landscape Character Areas of Tarset 

and Greystead described above are not 

all of equal sensitivity. The sensitivity of the 

Rolling Uplands has, of course, already 

been significantly tested by the massive 

20th century afforestation creating a totally 

different Character Area of Moorland and  

Forest Mosaic. This was a change of land 

use sponsored by public policy and  

competitive advantage which the farming  

economy of the day could not withstand.  

It is obvious that this was an irreversible  

impact, but the remaining open Rolling  

Upland landscape, where no longer  

threatened by forestry, is still a sensitive 

landscape, ecologically vulnerable to 

changes in farm practice, such as  

drainage (gripping) and livestock density, 

affecting mires and wetland and heather 

stands. These practices are not responsive 

to planning controls but are essentially tools 

of agricultural policy and the farming  

support regime of the European CAP. 

 

 

 

Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.5     

 

 

The landscape and environment of the  

Upland Valley areas is sensitive to 

change. To change not just within the 

valleys themselves, but also change in 

the encircling Rolling Upland and Forest 

and Moorland Mosaic areas, and to 

change well beyond the area where 

this brings features which break the 

currently unencumbered skylines. 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Rolling Upland Valleys 
 

The Upland Valleys Landscape is a  

sensitive landscape type. Since this is an 

inhabited landscape within the  

Northumberland Dark Skies Park, the risk of 

intruding night-time lighting will be more 

significant than in the Upland landscapes 

of moorland and forest. As a landscape of 

mixed field and tree cover, it has a modest 

capacity to absorb development provided 

this is carefully related to landform,  

sheltering tree cover and existing  

settlement characteristics. Views within this 

landscape area are usually framed by tree 

cover and the larger unencumbered  

horizon of the high circle of Rolling Uplands. 

Views into the Valleys are more likely to be  

affected by the impact of development 

since the higher ground gives opportunities 

of looking down into settlements where  

development or urbanising features, such 

as solar farms, may occur. The valley  

landscape would be influenced by  

changes in the design and management 

of forest edges where these come down to 

skirt the valley floor and the sides of  

tributary sykes. 
 

The historical and archaeological  

evidence of past habitation and land use 

will everywhere be vulnerable to change 

both in development and in land  

management. Where this is not susceptible 

to planning control an awareness of the 

impact of change must be a matter for  

local advocacy and education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.5      

 

 

The softer edge of the forest where alder lives on the 

banks of Tarset Burn 

From Lanehead the view is circled by an Upland 

horizon 

Looking across Tarset Valley from Thorneyburn  

Common 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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Rolling Uplands 
 

The high Rolling Uplands are especially  

sensitive to the intrusion of tall man-made 

structures associated with renewable  

energy policy and telecommunications. 

There are now sufficient clusters of wind-

turbines in Northumberland to sense the 

impact they have on the wider landscape 

of the County. In Tarset and Greystead, the 

inhabited basin of the valley landscape is 

uniquely protected by the unbroken 

horizon of the Rolling Uplands, and 

Moorland and Forest Mosaic. Tall structures 

or buildings on or over the horizon would at 

once diminish the large scale and intrude 

on the tranquility and remoteness so 

characteristic of the area. 

 

Moorland and Forest Mosaic 
 

The Moorland and Forest Mosaic, itself a 

man-made largely monocultural, strategic 

and commercial land use, might not be 

thought a sensitive landscape. However it 

too forms a horizon to the North and West 

of the inhabited valley landscape and 

what happens above that horizon matters 

in the same way in terms of intrusive  

development of tall structures associated 

with wind farms and telecommunications. 

As far as forest management is concerned, 

it is evident that the Forestry Commission is 

now using the harvesting rotation to  

introduce changes in replanting designs to 

soften the edges of plantations and reflect 

the underlying land-form with a proportion 

of broad-leaved native species. 
 

In one particular aspect the upland forest 

in the Tarset and Greystead landscape 

must be regarded as highly sensitive. The 

International Dark Skies Association has 

granted the Northumberland National Park 

and Kielder Water and Forest Park Gold 

Status as the Northumberland Dark Skies 

Park. The afforestation of the Upland Moors  

maintains a land use in which artificial light 

is unlikely to be necessary but would be  

especially intrusive. 

 

Based on this overview of landscape  

character and the sensitivity of  

different character areas, we can 

begin to set out guidelines for the  

protection of the landscape — and 

how development and other change 

should be guided within each of the 

character areas already described. 
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1.5     

An unbroken horizon of large scale and remoteness 

Tarset and Greystead  
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 Rolling Upland Valleys 
 

 Guidelines for Change 
 

 Archaeological features must be  

 recorded and protected. 
 

 The re-use of redundant traditional 

buildings should be encouraged to  

maintain the pattern of settlement. 
 

 New built development should follow 

the grain of existing built form,  

 orientation, massing and materials and 

seek to integrate with neighbouring     

property. It should follow its lead in  

 integrating with local topography and 

landscape. 
 

 Other urbanising development and use 

in the open areas of the Valleys, such 

as solar arrays, should be resisted. 
 

 Approach routes, key views and the 

character of settlements should be  

 protected from inappropriate  

 development. 
 

 Urbanising signs or extending garden 

planting along roadsides as gateways 

to settlements should be avoided. The 

characteristic experience of a cluster of 

buildings just ‘being found’ should be 

retained. 
 

 Maintain the pattern of stone wall  

enclosures as a way of holding  

development within the wider  

landscape, but note that except for 

walled kitchen gardens created for 

shelter, the traditional boundary to  

domestic property does not attempt 

visual or social exclusion. 
 

 Any lighting should be kept to a  

 minimum and installed effectively to 

protect  Dark Skies. 
 

 Colours should be muted and reflective 

surfaces minimised to allow the  

 landscape to dominate in views within 

or down into the area. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Guidelines for Protection of the Landscape Setting 

Section 1  Landscape 

1.6     

Stone walls and simple gate 

Discreet approach to Gatehouse 

Possible development by conversion  

in Greenhaugh 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Burngrange : a compact group of farm buildings 

with small in-bye fields. Not a landscape for large 

wind turbines 
Scanned from Tarset and Greystead 2012  

                                                   

The Old School House at Gatehouse 

The asymmetrical form of planting in the Cleugh  

behind Greenhaugh 

 

 Rolling Uplands 
 

 Guidelines for Change 
 

 Archaeological features should be  

 recorded and protected. 
 

 New development should not be  

 visually prominent and should not  

 detract from the landscape quality of 

the area. The choice of materials and 

the massing and orientation of buildings 

should seek to integrate development 

into the local landform. 
  

 The siting of any new development of 

farm buildings should maintain a close 

functional relationship with the farm 

cluster. 
  

 The realignment or widening of existing 

tracks and roads should be minimised 

and related only to the working needs 

of farm and moorland management.  
 

 Development of communication masts, 

anemometer or large-scale wind-

turbines, single or multiple, within this 

open landscape or on the high 

moorland extending beyond the Parish 

should be resisted. Such tall structures 

diminish both the sense of scale and 

tranquillity in the open moorland 

landscape and introduce visual clutter 

in the simple smooth flowing landform.  
 

 Domestic scale wind turbines should be 

closely related to existing farmsteads or 

clusters of houses neither out of scale 

nor detracting from the character of 

the buildings, landscape or skyline. 
 

 Lighting should be kept to a minimum, 

and installed effectively to protect dark 

skies. 
 

 Woodland  planting should be allied 

with burnsides and watercourses to 

avoid visual impact on the skyline, and 

should avoid symmetry of shape. 
  

 The landscape character of this Upland 

terrain should be protected to maintain 

the benefit of Public Access. 
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Moorland and Forest Mosaic 
 

Guidelines for Change 
 

 Archaeological features should be  

 recorded and protected. 
 

 New buildings will largely sit within a  

forest environment associated with  

existing farmsteads. They should  

therefore respect the scale, massing, 

materials and character of local  

buildings. 
 

 Any lighting should be kept to a  
minimum and installed effectively to 

protect dark skies. 
  

 Wind turbine development proposals 

with adverse impact on the expansive 

Upland landscape and the unbroken 

horizon round the parish should be  

resisted. 
 

 Forestry harvesting and replanting will 

continue to provide opportunities for 

the adjustment of edge planting design 

to reflect the natural landform and tree 

species and thus help to soften the  

 impact of this major land use. The 

course of burns and sykes draining the 

Uplands should also be reflected either 

by opening up or by planting with  

 native broadleaved species such as  

 alder, hazel, and rowan. 
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Section 1  Landscape 
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Section 1 considered the interface  

between landscape and development  

primarily from a landscape setting  

perspective. This section of the Landscape 

and Design Assessment considers this 

relation from the perspective of the built 

development itself. 
 

Putting to one side rare and self-contained 

exceptions such as High Green Manor it is 

possible to make some strong general 

statements about the nature of  

development. 
 

Why are existing buildings where they are 

and in the built form in which they appear 

to us? 
 

Fundamentally most buildings and building  

groupings in the Parish understand and  

respond to their settings. They sit  

harmoniously into the topography,  

bedding themselves into their surroundings; 

they avoid the visual and physical impacts 

brought by excessive intensive engineering 

works to create their sites. 
 

Boundary walls, fences and hedges bind 

the whole back into their settings with  

landscaping, particularly mature tree  

cover, providing shelter. 
 

Farmsteads are generally tied into the 

landscape setting by enclosing field walls 

and clumps of mature trees. They are also 

tied into the countryside by a modulated 

hierarchy of outbuildings. Here the fine  

detail, whilst also needing to be 

understood and follow design principles set 

out below, is not as important as the 

general setting.  
 

In farm complexes the original  

predominant farm building would have 

been the farmhouse itself with structured 

working farm buildings attached and 

linked by functional outdoor spaces in a 

clear hierarchy of development. Now  

larger farm sheds can dominate but they 

are  clearly very different in character and 

are a valid addition to the changing  

working environment of farms. 

 

Two farmsteads set into their landscape 

General Character of Development 

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.1 

French Renaissance-style work at  

High Green Manor 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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The more individual character and setting 

of particular settlements is discussed later in 

this section. 
 

The built form within those groups, together 

with that of disconnected and remote  

individual  buildings, generally follows a  

distinctive pattern. 
 

Serenity, reticence and understatement 

are predominant features throughout these 

traditional buildings. For the last three  

hundred years of settlement this has been 

a community never wishing to make a 

strong statement of wealth through  

elaboration or novel details in buildings. 

There is an exquisite consistency of assured 

restraint; a common vocabulary and  

discipline.  

 

Most of the buildings are of a simple linear 

form and reflect a preoccupation with  

underlying discipline and rhythm. 

 
 

It is the simple elements such as chimneys 

and modelling of window openings and 

roof verges that are the focus of interest, 

not elaborate decoration.  
 

Detailing of windows set back in a deep 

reveal creates important shadows and 

sculptural form; and bay windows rarely 

disrupt the simplicity of elevations. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A simple linear terrace at Greenhaugh;  

stone walls, slate roof, tight verges and eaves, 

chimneys and rhythmical placement of  

windows, all tied to the wider landscape with 

stone boundary walls 

General Character of Development 

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.1 

Left:  

Fine and simple  

detailing of window 

surrounds, quoins 

and roof verges. 

Robust simplicity of hemel arches depend for 

effect on the depth of modelling. The arches 

were originally open fronted but many have 

been infilled with battened doors 

Above: 

Chimneys form an 

important element of 

domestic buildings 

 

Left:  

Roof verges with  

simple mortar fillet to 

a slight slate oversail 

or  with watertabling 

detail 

— all with gutters 

close to the line of 

the masonry wall 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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A limited palette of materials helps create 

harmony. The materials are predominantly 

sandstone with slate roofs, and a 

smattering of render and subdued timber 

cladding (the latter mainly in public 

buildings and most clearly seen in the 

Village Hall at Lanehead). 
 

Vertical  boarding, untreated and allowed 

to weather naturally, is also a staple  

element in functional farm buildings. 
 

Slate roofs predominate. Whilst slate is not 

a local material it has been imported to 

the area for centuries embedding itself into 

the character of place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jarring colours are rarely seen. The eye 

sometimes has to work hard to find   

buildings when viewing from a distance. 

 

 

 

The structural elements of all the traditional 

buildings are disciplined by the materials 

themselves: 
 

 heavy stone walls punctured by  

openings for windows and doors 

 the walls placed to support the spans of 

roofs and floors as dictated by locally 

grown timber lengths and strengths   

 openings governed by the simple span 

of a stone slab or more elaborate arch. 
 

The depth of the footprint of buildings 

stems from the span of the roof timbers and 

this, together with practical weathering 

needs for using steeply pitched roofs, has  

created the familiar domestic image.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

White rendered walls occasionally make an 

appearance but look at odds with the  

remainder of the subdued colour profile. 

However, profiled metal roofs in rusty red (also 

as seen in the Village Hall) do blend in with the 

reddish-brown colours of the landscape. 

Vertical boarding and profiled roof 

General Character of Development 

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.1 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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Traditional roofs rarely have overhanging 

eaves and verges; and gutter lines are only 

occasionally interrupted by dormer  

windows. Rooflights are a more  

contemporary introduction, lofts previously 

being lit by simple unframed glass panes 

inset into the slate. 

 

More recently large farm structures have 

been possible by high tensile strengths of 

steel, but the structure is honest and  

obviously functional. 
 

Traditionally, where buildings have been 

extended over time these have respected 

the character of the original building,  

carried out in the same idiom, using the  

limited palette of materials and  

components then available. The volume 

and massing of the original building  

remains the predominant form with the 

roof being the main element of that  

hierarchy. 
 

The traditional farmstead usually relates 

well to the ridges and contours of its  

landscape setting.  
 

Boundary walls, fences and hedges  

bind the whole back into the landscape. 

Landscape providing shelter. Natural 

gradients are used and locations chosen 

so that the landscape provides shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is noticeable that the less successful and 

satisfactory elements of the built 

environment of the Parish are those which 

have been less sensitive to these general 

characteristics. 

Gutter lines are only occasionally interrupted by 

dormer windows which are extended up from 

the stone external wall rather than being 

placed on the roof. 

A simple farm house gradually extended over 

time to both sides and more recently with a 

lean to on a gable end; simple forms 

respecting the original building 

 

General Character of Development 

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.1 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 

High Newton shows development which is  

generally less sensitive to the character of built 

form in the Parish 
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The interface between landscape and  

development gives rise to a number of  

distinctive character typologies for  

development in its landscape setting.  

 

These are: 
 

 the main settlements of Greenhaugh 

and Lanehead, which are very different 

from one another 

- Greenhaugh linear and compact 

- Lanehead more fragmented with 3 

distinct groupings and a number of 

outliers plus a cluster at High Newton 

 the fragmented development along 

the North Tyne corridor heading to 

Kielder 

 smaller development clusters of  

dwellings often incorporating farm  

complexes such as Gatehouse,  

High Newton, The Hott and the Birks 
 isolated development on local roads 

— generally dwellings/farm complexes  
 isolated development off the local 

roads — generally dwellings or farm 

complexes in open country  
 

The main settlements characterisations are 

covered individually on later pages, as is 

the North Tyne corridor, with its isolated  

developments being covered more  

generally. 
 

The area around Gatehouse presents a 

very clear example of several of the  

Development Setting Character Typologies 

listed above. They are illustrated in the 

diagram on the next page. 
 

Gatehouse itself illustrates a “Development 

Cluster” with a number of relatively tightly 

related buildings sitting as a clutch.  

Each of the clusters in the Parish has subtle  

variation in character and they are,  

therefore, each covered individually in this 

document.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Development Setting Character Typologies 

Development Character Typologies and their Sensitivities      

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.2 

 

Gatehouse development cluster 

Heathery Hall is typical of what has been  

categorised as isolated development in the 

open country.  

 

The Old Schoolhouse, and Diamond Cottage 

at a cross road, illustrate the relatively rare  

examples of individual isolated buildings by a 

road.  

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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Development Setting Character Typologies as seen near Gatehouse 

The Gatehouse cluster with its  
 

— enclosing stone field and   

property boundary walls 
 

— sheltering and softening 

mature tree cover  

In longer views Gatehouse is 

seen against a background of 

rising ground to the West, and 

tree belts to the West and South 

a farm complex to the East 

which is associated with 

but detached from the 

cluster. 

An isolated farm in the 

open country sitting  

within enclosing stone 

boundary walls, softened 

and sheltered by mature 

tree cover and seen from 

a distance against a 

background of rising 

open ground with a 

much higher forested 

skyline. 

The Old Schoolhouse and  

Diamond Cottage at the cross 

roads are individual isolated 

buildings by the road sitting 

quite starkly in open 

countryside without any 

softening and sheltering 

mature landscape or tree 

cover  

Development Character Typologies and their Sensitivities      

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.2 

 

Unbroken horizons 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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The main settlement assembly : Greenhaugh and Lanehead 

Development Character Typologies and their Sensitivities      

 
woodland belt 
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three Lanehead 
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Tarset Burn and its valley forms the spine of 

the most intensively developed part of the 

Parish.  
 

The main settlements of Greenhaugh and 

Lanehead sit along or close to the road 

leading North up the valley from the North 

Tyne. The road and the settlements are  

lifted from the valley bottom part way up 

the West facing gentle slope to the 

backing Uplands on the East side of the 

valley. 
 

This setting of the settlements in the  

landscape of the valley and valley sides is 

a vital part of their character, as is the 

landscape around and between them. 
 

Viewed in the broad panorama from the 

elevated road across Thorneyburn  

Common, Greenhaugh reads as a tight 

gathering of development, with the school 

standing close to but separate from it. 

Lanehead reads as a much more  

fragmented collection of development.  
 

There is a critical area of separation  

between them. A strong mature native 

woodland belt establishes a Southern edge 

to Greenhaugh before a belt of largely 

open country to the South stretching down 

to Lanehead. 
 

Part of this is simply open countryside with 

very limited isolated development.  

However, the part closest to Lanehead has 

a scattered collection of domestic and 

farm buildings forming very loose outliers to 

the main Lanehead assembly of buildings. 

 

 

 

 

The main settlement assembly : Greenhaugh and Lanehead 

Development Character Typologies and their Sensitivities      

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.2 

 

Above : Greenhaugh and Lanehead from 

across Thorneyburn Common.  

The loose development gathering of Lanehead 

The tighter assembly of Greenhaugh 

Below : View across open country from the 

road between Greenhaugh and Lanehead 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 
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Greenhaugh Settlement : Characterisation and Sensitivity 

School 

(detached from settlement) 

parking 

‘farm type’ complex 

joins street 

elevated and  

set back  

houses in  

fragmented arrangement 

g
lim

p
se

d
 v

ie
w

 f
ro

m
 

v
ill
a

g
e

 t
o

 o
p

e
n
 

c
o

u
n
tr
y 

Pub 

stepped  

gardens 

elevated bungalow 

very set back 

rise into village 

Community  

Orchard 

view of village opens up on 

steep drop in road 
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significant tree cover 

linking and enclosing walls 

‘industrial’ agricultural buildings 

space shaping building frontages 

open countryside 

view from the pub 

regarded by the 

community as  

highly important 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Other than in the distant elevated view 

from Thorneyburn Common, Greenhaugh is 

discreetly set in the landscape of the  

Tarset Burn valley and not widely visible. 
 

Approaching from the North it is screened 

by the topography and from the South by 

a mature woodland belt. 
 

From the North the entry into the village is 

somewhat confused by the detached  

first school. Whilst this is an important part of 

the settlement it is set apart from and only 

linked to it by drystone field boundary walls 

stretching out along the road from the  

village. 
 

From the South the entry is much more  

convincing and attractive with the road 

passing by and through woodland as it 

drops to cross a stream, and then rises into 

the core of the village. 
 

The village itself is a linear settlement  

assembled relatively compactly along the 

road through. It has a strong outside edge 

to the open country on the West side.  

Terraced and linked, largely two storey  

development runs tight to the road and 

footpath on the West side. On the East side 

development is more fragmented and set 

back from and above the road as land  

rises to the fields and Uplands behind. 
 

The road takes a subtle turn towards the 

head of the village giving great  

prominence to building associated with the 

farm type complex which thrusts forward 

into the street frontage here. 

 

Greenhaugh Settlement : Characterisation and Sensitivity 
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Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.2 

 

Road from the South dropping to cross the 

stream 

Approach from the school 

Buildings tight to the road on the West; set back 

from the road with stone boundary walls to the 

East 

West side  

street frontage 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Greenhaugh Linear Streetscape — West side of street 
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2.2 

 

 

 
 

Although broken in line the roofs create a very horizontal, consistent and simple aesthetic using 
slate. The only interruption is where a farm building encroaches on the street at right angles to it. 
The height and pitch of the roofs reflect a narrow building footprint. 

The roof line is also broken regularly by chimneys and one simple dormer window. The chimney 
pattern reflects the original use of the buildings. It is the chimneys and regular window pattern 
which gives scale and rhythm to the street. 

The window and door treatment is simple, mostly very vertical in emphasis, and reflects the 
nature of the original building use. 

tall 
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 Lanehead : Characterisation and Sensitivity 
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As with Greenhaugh, Lanehead sits part 

way up the East side of the Tarset Burn  

valley. By contrast though Lanehead is 

made up of a much looser assembly of  

buildings.  
 

A tight core of early buildings all gathered 

close to the road, including a converted 

chapel, makes a strong entry to the 

settlement around the original Lanehead 

crossroads. 

Down the slope towards Tarset Burn are 

middle and lower looser groups, mainly set 

back from the road but held together by 

mature tree cover and drystone boundary 

walls. 

 

 

 

 

High Newton stands nearby and is 

closely related to Lanehead.  
 

It is however, clearly visually separated 

from Lanehead and of a different  

character.  
 

It is covered elsewhere as a distinct 

cluster. 
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The middle group down the slope 

The three groupings are separated by a steeply 

banked site which is being developed — with the  

already constructed Tarset Tor  Bunkhouse (below)  

and the related bothies beyond. 
 

The slope has been heavily engineered to create the 

development. 

The tight group at the crossroads 

The lower group at the bottom of the slope 

Tarset and Greystead  
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The Southern edge of the settlement is very 

clearly defined by the Bellingham to  

Donkleywood road with only the former 

chapel at the original cross roads being to 

the South of this. 
 

The Lanehead cross road group extends 

North, but only on the West side of the  

Greenhaugh road with three varied style 

large modern bungalows each exploiting 

their elevated position to enjoy open views 

to the West — and in turn featuring starkly 

in elevated views back to the settlement 

from the West, as seen in two images 

above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Southern most two of these bungalows 

are surrounded by close boarded timber 

fences — very prominent in the views from 

the open countryside and on the road 

side. These boundaries are completely  

alien to the  established character of  

Lanehead and the National Park (as can 

be seen in those adjacent to the village 

Hall below). 
 

An important Village 

Hall (typical of such 

community buildings in 

the area) partly plugs 

the gap between 

these and the last of  

the exposed bungalows. It sits relatively  

discreetly behind a high knoll.  
 

Further to the North of both of these  

groupings are a number of individual  

building and building collections sitting in  

relatively open country; some of them  

partly screened and softened by local  

mature tree shelter. One of these is a very 

exposed bungalow on high ground. 
 

Through proximity these can to some  

extent be considered as outliers to the 

main Lanehead groupings.  
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The bungalows are also prominent on the  

approach from Bellingham 

Very prominent fencing 

Roof of village hall 
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Elevated views to Lanehead from the West 

A view of an elevated new home 
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Wider Lanehead   
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An important part of appreciation of the 

character of Lanehead is an  

understanding of how it sits in its immediate 

wider context.  
 

The road from Donkleywood towards  

Bellingham crosses the Tarset Burn marked 

by its framing tree cover. It then twists its 

way up the West facing valley slope 

through three groups of buildings gathered 

close to the road — a twist through  

sheltering woodland between a pair of 

buildings on one side and then the other —

a sharp climb up a bank topped by the 

bottom edge of the next group — past this 

and up another sharp bank to the  

grouping around the crossing with the 

Greenhaugh road. 
 

An important feature  of the later parts of 

this journey up the Tarset Burn valley side is 

the open view on the South side across 

and down the North Tyne valley. This is a 

big open landscape, only intruded upon 

by the nearby cluster at High Newton. 
 

The composition of Lanehead in its wider 

landscape setting can be appreciated 

readily from the approach from the South 

where the building groupings appear ‘end 

on’ as they step down the slope, bound 

together by their mature sheltering tree 

cover. 
 

Even more significant are the views from 

the West, particularly the view elevated 

from the road over Thorneyburn Common. 

Here what reads most strongly is the  

layering of Lanehead, with the groupings 

of buildings sitting on and running along 

the contours of the flatter parts of the slope 

up the valley side with the steeper sloped 

areas being largely undeveloped. The 

backdrop to all of this is the higher land of 

Rolling Upland and its unencumbered  

horizon. A back-drop which is reinforced by 

the absence of any development East of 

the Greenhaugh road other than at the 

crossroads. 

Wider Lanehead   

Contrasting with this,  and with  

considerable impact on the character of 

Lanehead when viewed from here, are the 

large bungalows along the Greenhaugh 

road. Though they sit on a plateau by the 

road, they are oriented across rather than 

with the grain over the overall slope. 
 

To the North of the main groupings in  

Lanehead a number of outlier buildings 

and farm complexes dot a gradually more 

gentle rise from the valley bottom to the 

Greenhaugh road. These are well bound 

into their context by drystone walls and, in 

most cases, by their own sheltering mature 

tree cover. 
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Tiering of development up the slope from Tarset 

Burn 

Outliers in local sheltering tree cover 
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However, a unifying set of features is that 

each of these clusters sits within a 

framework of enclosing stone field and 

property boundary walls, and sheltering 

and  

softening mature tree cover. In longer 

views each is seen against a background 

of rising ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plan below shows the location of the 

main development clusters within the  

Parish in relation to the main settlements of 

Greenhaugh and Lanehead. On the  

following page is an illustration of the  

variety which warrants their individual  

coverage. 

 

The Clusters 
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 Clusters 

 

 

The Hott  

 

High Newton 

 

Gatehouse 

The Birks 

Donkleywood 

The images below indicate the comparative 

differences and variety in layout and context of 

some of the Clusters. They show a range of 

different approaches to clustering of buildings, 

related field walls and landscape settings —

from the delightful nestling into the landscape 

of Donkleywood to the much less sympathetic 

and unsuccessful pattern of High Newton  
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High Newton appears to have developed 

as a cluster of modern bungalows along a 

lane passing a single early property part 

way up the long sloping North side of the 

North Tyne valley. 
 

Although not visible from the road from  

Bellingham it is highly visible on the road 

climbing from the valley towards  

Lanehead and the turning towards  

Bellingham. 
 

The cluster is seen against rising ground  

behind and is partially backed by mature 

trees. It is also highly visible from the  

Hesleyside road. These trees only modestly 

reduce its prominence. The stark whiteness 

of some of its buildings and the absence of 

any foreground softening and sheltering 

tree cover means the cluster is obtrusively  

conspicuous. 
 

The tree background breaks down towards 

the South of the cluster making the last 

new bungalow before the original building 

more prominent than it would otherwise 

have been. The complete absence of any 

sheltering or softening tree cover makes 

the end building even more prominent. The 

original building is the only one which  

follows established local character in  

binding with its context of stone walling 

and tree cover. 

 

High Newton Cluster   

mature trees 

linking and enclosing walls 
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very prominent  

white building 

isolated and  

exposed  

building 

original building 

softened by     

trees and walls                                                 

Distant view from South West 

Entry into cluster from North with strong  

building and field boundary walls 

Original building 

above 

 

 
Isolated exposed 

building right 

 

Development Character Typologies and their Sensitivities      

Section 2  Developed Environments 

2.3 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 39 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

slight ridge 

heart space 

tree shelter 

linking and enclosing walls 

significant trees 

right of way 
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bastle 

bastle 

Two main buildings and their related 

outbuildings join with two bastles to form a  

relatively tight cluster of buildings around a  

relaxed heart space through which the  

through road winds. Some of this space is 

open, the remainder defined by modest 

height stone property boundary walls. This 

is the shared core of the cluster and should 

not be damaged by development or 

change. 
 

The cluster’s 

buildings and the 

heart space sit 

within framing 

stone boundary 

walls and mature 

sheltering and 

screening tree  

cover. 
 

The Gatehouse Farm complex sits in a semi  

detached location, close to the cluster 

and linked to it by a stone boundary wall —

but clearly sitting outside the sheltering and 

softening tree cover — with a clear line of 

view to open country beyond through the 

gap between the farm complex and the 

cluster. 
 

 

Gatehouse Cluster 

The approaches from the East and the North 

West are important.  

That from the East (in the panorama above) 

clearly demonstrates the importance of the  

distinction between the cluster and the semi-

detached farm complex.  

That from the North West (image right) has a                           

slight rise to cross a protective ridge and drop 

into the cluster. 

Both show the importance of the mature tree 

cover and the way in which buildings sit within 

its shelter. 
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The Birks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the road up the Chirdon burn to Dally  

Castle and Dally Castle House is a small cluster 

of development associated with The Birks, the 

main element of which is a short terrace of  

single storey dwellings called Birks Cottages. 
 

This small cluster sits at the edge of the heavily 

wooded grounds of a substantial Hall, forming 

a significant landscape feature. 
 

This is remarkably discreetly set in the wider 

views by topography and shelter belts of  

mature tree cover. 
 

The approaches to it from both North and 

South are oblique to it, and through mature  

woodland. The cluster itself only comes into 

view as the road turns as it leaves the  

woodland. 
 

The turns in the road themselves offer views 

past the development to the wider landscape 

beyond. 
 

 

Loosely associated with the Hall and the cluster 

is a low dilapidated timber agricultural building 

sitting in a setback in the Hall’s boundary wall. 
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The Birks  

deep in woodland 

timber  

building 

mature woodland blocks 

linking and enclosing walls 

late approach  

view of terrace 

View from the South to open country 

The dilapidated timber building 

Views of Birks  

Cottages from South 

and East 
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The road from Bellingham to Kielder runs 

through the Parish and is now a major route to 

Kielder Water and Forest Park. From Lanehead 

it drops down to Tarset Castle, crosses the old 

railway line and then Tarset Burn and North 

Tyne river. From this point it runs along the South 

side of the river as it wanders gently through the 

flat valley bottom. 
 

The Rolling Uplands and Moorland and Forest  

Mosaic Landscapes push down more into this 

road on the sheltered South side with a more 

gentle rise on the sunnier North side. 
 

At points the road runs close to the river in a 

richly wooded environment. Where it runs 

across or at the Southern edge of the relatively 

flat valley bottoms, the views from it are  

generally open to the other valley side, the 

moorland, forest and unencumbered horizon.  

As one passes further West up the valley, views 

are increasingly constrained to the South by 

rising upland tight to the road. 
 

At irregular intervals along this route are  

individual or small groupings of buildings, some 

quite isolated and generally standing above 

the South side or at and below road level to the 

North. Most are reasonably set in sheltering 

landscape and tree cover, particularly 

Greystead Church and its rectory; some are 

quite exposed. 
 

In this general pattern there is one small cluster 

around The Hott which is separately  

characterised on the next page. 
 

The key characteristic feature along the  

corridor is the interplay between the irregular 

small development and the modest lengths of 

open road with generally open views to the 

North or to both sides of the road between 

them. 

 

The North Tyne Corridor 

 

upland background 

clear ‘open road’ sections 

mobile views  

through open country 

to the North 
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The Hott cluster is unusual in its form. It is in  

effect two relatively tightly linked separate 

groupings. 
 

One is the substantial cluster of farm house and 

farm related buildings at the entry from the 

North Tyne corridor road. The other a cluster of 

houses built and extended at various times one 

which once served as a school. 
 

They are bound together by drystone field 

boundary walls, both between the  

development and the road and within the  

cluster itself. 

Highly significant within this, and in effect the 

critical piece of environmental binding, is the 

large mature tree which sits at the corner of an 

enclosed field which separates the two  

groupings; the fields here and this tree forming 

a visual heart to the cluster. 

 
 

Collectively this is the most substantial break in 

the open road aspect of the North Tyne  

corridor. It is prominent on the South side of the 

road but is set against backdrops of rising land 

and woodland blocks. Importantly it is all  

gathered on the South side of the road, with 

open views across the Rolling Valley on its North 

side. 

 

 

The Hott  

 

 

green foreground 

heart space 

trees 

linking and enclosing walls 

farm  

complex  

North Tyne corridor 

‘open view’ area 

two building groups 

North Tyne  

corridor  

‘open view’  

area 

Former School House 

and shop with post office and former shop 

The cluster viewed from the  road of the North 

Tyne Corridor, travelling from the West 
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Donkleywood is outside the Parish but 

immediately adjacent to it, as shown on 

the plan at the introduction to this section. 

It is included in this document because of 

the importance of its proximity to the  

environment of the Parish. 
 

It nestles delightfully in a sheltering framing 

of mature tree cover part way up the  

gentle North slope of the North Tyne valley. 
 

Like other clusters it is bound into its  

surroundings by drystone field boundary 

walls that extend into and from it. 
 

The cluster sits in a slight hollow with the 

road dropping gently into it from the East, 

and more steeply from the West. 
 

Topography shields it from view until very 

late in the approach from the East. The 

more elevated approach from the West 

gives it a much more prominent setting on 

the long slope down to the river. 
 

A significant farm complex with some  

industrial scale buildings forms the Northern 

edge of the cluster, but is largely screened 

by topography and tree cover. 
 

Domestic scale buildings gather around 

the road as it snakes through the cluster 

and its generous heart space which opens 

to a fairly substantial green at its Western 

end. 
 

Three important elements in this green are 

the views West up the valley between 

buildings which drop away from its Western 

edge, the strong tree copse forming the 

rest of its Western edge, and the varying 

scale farm building forming part of its  

Eastern edge. 

 

Donkleywood Cluster  

Tarset and Greystead Neighbourhood Plan 

heart space 

significant tree cover 

linking and enclosing walls 

‘industrial’ 

important  

approach view 

important  

approach  

views 

view out 

The green looking West 

The view from higher ground looking South East 

into the cluster 

Tarset and Greystead 

Parish to right of red 

boundary line 
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Typically an individual building, building with 

outbuildings or a small farm complex, the  

unifying feature is that these again tend to sit 

within enclosing stone boundary walls and be 

softened and sheltered by mature tree  

cover – and again seen from a distance 

against a background of rising open ground 

and in this and many other cases a much  

higher forested skyline. 

 

There are a number of individual buildings 

which sit on roads in open countryside. 

  

These sometimes have and sometimes lack  

immediate framing / enclosing boundary walls 

and /or softening and sheltering mature  

landscape or tree cover. These do however 

normally sit against a background of rising land, 

which limits their impact in longer views. 

 

 

 

Isolated developments off major roads 

Tarset and Greystead Neighbourhood Plan 

Individual developments on roads 

A solitary development on the North Tyne  

Corridor seen against rising land and softened 

by mature trees. 

A very discrete original farm steading,  

immediately adjacent to Dally Castle, with  

dry-stone boundary walls, some mature tree 

shelter and a backdrop of Rolling Uplands 

An original farm steading at Comb surrounded 

by managed forest  
The Old School House, Heathery Hall and  

Diamond Cottage with limited softening  

landscaping seen against rising backdrop 
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Environmental and social sustainability  

arguments have led to the identification of 

Greenhaugh and Lanehead as the  

settlements which could accommodate 

limited new development. 

 

This section applies understanding of the 

characterisation set out in Sections 1 and 2 

to consideration of appropriate locations 

for development; locations which have the 

potential to work with  and reinforce the 

character of places in their landscape 

settings or to mitigate damage from past 

less sensitive development. 

 

Section 4 contains the process of guiding 

development by understanding and  

positively responding to character through 

detailed design. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Greenhaugh and Lanehead Grouping 

 

Greenhaugh and Lanehead are close to 

one another and sit on the road heading 

up the side of the Tarset Burn valley. They  

already represent the most urbanised part 

of an intensely rural environment. 
 

What is clear from the characterisation is 

that, despite this, they are two separate 

and very distinct settlements. 
 

Fundamental to the consideration of  

appropriate locations in these two  

settlements is that they remain separate 

and distinct. 
 

The plan on the following page, based on 

the plan on page 26, indicates critical 

elements in this separation and  

distinction — and in the experience of 

these settlements viewed from both  

Thorneyburn Common and when driving 

through on the road linking them. 

 

 

 

The elements related to the individual  

settlements are developed in the  

coverage of each of them. The critical  

element in their interrelationship is the 

space between the settlements and the 

fragmented Southern edge to  

Lanehead. 

 
 

Whilst Greenhaugh could beneficially grow 

Northwards to bind in the currently  

detached school (indicated by ‘A’ on the 

following plan), it is constrained on its 

Southern edge by an extensive dense 

woodland belt in the grounds of 

Greenhaugh Hall. It should not grow 

beyond this definition. 

 

South of the woodland belt the road  

passes through open country within broad 

views across to Thorneyburn Common, and 

down towards the North Tyne valley.  

 

Before reaching outliers to Lanehead, this 

stretch of road is undeveloped apart from 

one pair of buildings. This openness should 

be protected from further development 

(indicated by ‘B’ on the plan). 

 

The approach to Lanehead brings a  

number of outlying buildings and building 

groupings on or below the road, and also 

early sightings of prominent, out of  

character twentieth century development 

at the Northern edge of Lanehead. To 

maintain openness, this area should also 

be protected from further development — 

and the views through it, including the  

established outliers, maintained (indicated 

by ‘C’ on the plan). 

 

Lanehead itself, though loosely defined on 

its Northern edge is very tightly defined on 

its Southern edge, a definition which should 

be maintained. 

 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’   

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 46 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 
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A 

B 

C 

restriction on Greenhaugh’s growth Northwards to terminate at the 

openness along this length to be protected against development 

views through and across outliers to be maintained along this length 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 

the tight definition on Lanehead’s Southern edge to be maintained 

Diagram showing key factors in the 

Greenhaugh and Lanehead area 
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Greenhaugh: Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

 

 

‘bookend’ developments 

appropriate here 

infill development must 

reflect the character  

prominent tree and field 

boundary, together with the 

school’s Northern boundary 

mark the Northern edge 

approved  

un-built homes 

Southern boundary of any development 

‘farm type’  

complex  

presents a small  

development  

opportunity 

School 

linking and enclosing walls 

‘industrial’ agricultural buildings 

space shaping building frontages 

orchard 

boundaries of new development 
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The characterisation of Greenhaugh has 

stressed particularly its linear nature; the 

distinctions between the two sides of the 

road through, the woodland and stream 

definition of its Southern edge, and the  

associated but detached school on its 

Northern edge. 

 

These features very strongly guide the  

direction and shape, the detailed location 

of new development and its relationship to 

the road, and other elements.  

 

Essentially : 
 

 The settlement should remain linear in 

form and not extend extensively into 

areas behind the street frontage. 
 

 The frontage development could  

extend North to bind in the school 

but not pass beyond it into clearly open 

countryside. 
 

 Strong tree assemblages and field  

boundaries should establish a clearly 

defined new Northern edge to this  

extension. 
 

 There are limited further infilling frontage 

opportunities on the Southern edge  

running down to the stream. 
 

 

 All these frontage developments should 

follow the pattern established by the 

different character of whichever side of 

the street they lie : 
 

 Longer assembly close to the 

back of the footpath on the West; 

 Shorter varied angle clutches set 

back from the road on the East. 

 

 The reflection of existing frontage  

 relationships should not be confined by 

the placing of garages on the frontage 

between buildings. 

 

 

Greenhaugh: Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

The varied angle set-back of the smaller, but still 

closely knit, building groups on the East side 

The opportunity site continuing the existing  

development on the East side — indicating the 

need for continuity in development rather than 

fragmentation 
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 If the frontage developments occur in 

phases they should in all instances start 

from the South to extend the settlement 

in stages, not leaving gap sites which 

would fragment it and damage its  

relatively tight and coherent form. 
 

 The buildings at the Northernmost ends 

should be positively designed as end 

stops to the settlement. 
 

 The farm/farm related complex which 

intrudes into the streetscape on the 

West side (photo right) is the only  

 location where development could  

 extend back from the frontage. To 

avoid impact on long views of the  

 settlement from the West this should not 

extend significantly beyond the ends of 

existing outbuildings in this area. 

 

 

Greenhaugh: Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

school main settlement group stream and woodland boundary 

Farm-type complex on West of road 
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Lanehead: Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

ridge prominent to wider views from 

crossroads group 

middle group 

linking and enclosing walls 

significant tree cover 

approved un-built bothies  

Existing tight development edges to be  

maintained 

Important wide views to open country 

Indicated by grey ‘cones’ 

Outlier farm complexes remaining separate 

and distinct in landscape 

advantageous  

plant screening 

advantageous  

plant screening 

lower group 

possible area for  

development 
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Appropriately located and appropriately 

detailed development has the potential to 

consolidate the fragmented nature of 

Lanehead. It can also bind in and reduce 

the impact of some prominent recent  

development which is somewhat alien to 

the general character of the National Park. 

 

The topography gives a much higher  

sensitivity in the wider landscape to the 

Lanehead cross roads group and the  

development along the road to  

Greenhaugh, than to the middle group. 

 
 

It is suggested that further development in 

Lanehead should be by consolidation and 

extension of this middle group, set clearly 

into the landscape and against the steeply 

rising land up to the Greenhaugh road. It 

should, as with original development, work 

with the topography rather than be  

engineered into its tiered rise from West to 

East. Ideally it should visibly reinforce this 

tiering. 

 

 

Lanehead : Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

The middle group 

Two images of the Lanehead crossroads group 
middle group  crossroads group 

Lane against middle group with potential for  

development 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Development North from the Lanehead 

crossing and along the Greenhaugh road 

should be much more limited. It should only 

be in positions where it will mitigate the  

impact of past fragmentary development 

by screening it in approach views and bind 

it more strongly into the settlement. 
 

Davell Close and Hunters Lodge are  

particularly prominent in views on the  

approach from Greenhaugh. 
 

Davell Close  is set relatively low and  

clearly in the outlying area where further 

development is undesirable. Landscape 

screening in the adjacent field area would 

help address the prominence of this  

building if it can be secured. 
 

 

 

 

Views from the East travelling towards the 

crossroads reveal highly prominent recent  

Development. Not only should there be no 

further development on the East side of the 

settlement  but attempts should be made 

to secure the planting of tree cover to 

assist with screening. 

  

Considering the lower group of the  

Lanehead settlement there is a small area 

to the West of and below Redmire  

Cottage which is well screened from wider 

views by the bank down from the middle 

group plateau. A framing tree belt both 

reinforces this screening and ties it back to 

the Redmire group. 
 

Development here would need to be very 

carefully handled in the treatment of its 

Southern edge which is prominent in views 

from the approach road from  

Donkleywood at  the West over the Tarset 

Burn Bridge — and also in its relationship to 

the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lanehead : Potential Areas of Opportunity 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.1 

In considering limited appropriate  

development to provide approach screening 

on the Northerly approach,  it is  important to 

maintain oblique views across the valley. This 

will feature the attractive foreground of outlier 

buildings.  

Approach to Redmire Cottage from  

Donkleywood showing possible area for  

development 

Tarset and Greystead  
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The features stressed in the  

Characterisation and Sensitivity section 

clearly shape and direct the very modest 

opportunity for any change or  

development in High Newton. 
 

Alterations and small scale extensions to 

the original buildings might be considered. 
 

Any alteration, extension or replacement 

development should reduce the visual  

impact of the cluster in wider views. It 

should be more appropriate than the  

existing in design, materials and colour ; 

and should take its design cues from the 

original building in the cluster.  
 

Tree planting to close the gap in the strong 

tree background will be encouraged.  

 

 

It is possible that opportunities for 

redevelopment may be considered. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.2 

High Newton Cluster   

mature trees 

linking and enclosing walls 
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very prominent  

white building 

isolated and  

exposed  

building 

original building 

softened by     

trees and walls                                                 

The original building of the cluster 

Tree planting behind this dwelling would   

provide shelter as well as a backdrop 

Incomplete tree shelter belt with visually  

intrusive stark white building 
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The features stressed in the  

Characterisation and Sensitivity section 

clearly shape and direct the very modest 

opportunity for any change or  

development in Gatehouse. 
 

Very modest opportunity for development 

in Gatehouse is restricted to alterations and 

small scale extensions.   
 

Any alteration or extension to the farm 

complex  must avoid reducing its visual 

separation from the remainder of the  

cluster or extending forward of the  

buildings on their North East elevation. 
 

Most critically no development, including  

external works, should impact upon the 

heart space or the interplay between the 

existing buildings, boundary walls and tree  

cover which shape this.  
 

Design in each case would need to be  

informed by very detailed understanding 

and response to: 

 the detailed history of the bastles and their 

setting 

 the character of proposals in relation to the 

adjacent buildings and the immediate  

setting of walls, mature trees and  

landscape.  

 

Gatehouse Cluster   

North 

Gatehouse  

Bastle 

South  

Bastle 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.2 

slight ridge 

heart space 

tree shelter 

linking and enclosing walls 
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The features stressed in the  

Characterisation and Sensitivity section 

clearly shape and direct the very modest 

opportunity for any change or  

development in The Birks. 
 

However, refurbishment and reuse or  

replacement of the timber agricultural 

building would be appropriate.  

 

There should be no structures forward of 

the front wall of the terrace other than  

appropriately designed porches. Any  

extensions to the rear should be positioned 

to avoid impacting on approach views 

past the terrace to open country beyond. 
 

Design in each case would need to be  

informed by very detailed understanding 

and response to the character of proposals 

in relation to the adjacent buildings and 

the immediate setting of walls, mature 

trees and landscape. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.2 

The Birks 
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The Birks  

deep in woodland 

timber  

building 

mature woodland blocks 

linking and enclosing walls 

late approach  

view of terrace 

The timber agricultural building 
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This is a Gateway route to Kielder 

 

The features stressed in the  

Characterisation and Sensitivity section 

clearly shape and direct the very modest 

opportunity for any change or  

development on the North Tyne Corridor. 
 

This is a key tourist route and most likely to 

be appropriate for small scale tourism  

related uses provided any development 

respects the views identified. 
 

Conversion of redundant buildings for 

residential as well as tourist use could be 

appropriate. 

 
 

   

 

Alterations and small scale extensions to 

the original buildings could be considered. 

These should, however, avoid increasing 

the impact of built development on views 

from the road and the openness of views 

either to the North across the valley or to 

the changing relationship to the rising 

ground to the South. 
 

Design in each case would need to be  

informed by very detailed understanding 

and response to the character of proposals 

in relation to the adjacent buildings and 

the immediate setting of walls, mature 

trees and landscape. 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.2 

The North Tyne Corridor — excluding The Hott 

upland background 

clear ‘open road’ sections 

mobile view  

through open country 

to the North 
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The features stressed in the  

Characterisation and Sensitivity section 

clearly shape and direct the very modest 

opportunity for any change or  

development at The Hott. 
 

Alterations and small scale extensions to 

the original buildings could be considered 

but should be handled with particular  

sensitivity to their appearance in views from 

the road.  
 

Most critically no development, including  

external works, should impact upon the 

heart space or the interplay between the 

existing buildings, boundary walls and tree  

cover which shape this. Particularly  

important in this is the separation between 

the two groupings of buildings which 

should not be eroded by alterations, 

extensions or other change. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Character Based Elements of ‘Where?’ 

Section 3  The ‘Where?’ for Development and Change 

3.2 

The Hott  

 

green foreground 

heart space 

trees 

linking and enclosing walls 

farm  

complex  

North Tyne corridor 

‘open view’ area 

two building groups 

North Tyne  

corridor  

‘open view’  

area 
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All changes to the built environment must 

be carried out in a sensitive way allowing 

the area to retain its familiar and cherished 

character, and local distinctiveness. 
 

In all cases development will be expected 

to be good mannered towards its  

neighbours and settle comfortably and  

without ostentation in its setting. 
 

However, developers must not be asked to 

slavishly follow yesterday’s details in  

creating successful response to context in 

relation to new build work. There are new 

possibilities to expand the range of  

response — and just as our forebears in  

creating the heritage we see today  

expressed themselves so well in built form, 

(seen particularly in early practice of built 

form as defence and then in response to 

advancing farming practice), we must  

allow a genuine reaction in creating our  

contribution to the heritage of tomorrow.  
 

Nevertheless this approach cannot be 

used to justify arbitrary or merely ’in-vogue’  

design solutions. Rather new designs must 

truly draw inspiration from and give  

expression to the principles which  

informed the work of our predecessors in 

order to prevent stark and inappropriate 

development within this highly visually  

sensitive environment.  
 

It will be expected that a full rationalisation 

of new design is presented in all planning 

applications in accordance with  

Policies.  

 

All applicants should first refer to the  

description in Section 2.1 regarding the 

general character of the Parish of Tarset 

and Greystead before embarking on  

design of any new work, and then be able 

to clearly show how their proposals have  

responded to the more localised context in 

which they are working. What follows in this 

Section are more detailed guidelines which 

are intended to provide further 

benchmarks. 

 

Applicants must as a minimum state how 

they have taken into account the  

following: 
 

 How existing topography, landscape 

features and planting are taken into 

account and how new landscaping 

binds the proposals into its setting; 

 Understanding and design response 

to the overall setting; 

 How the design takes inspiration from 

the general local forms in terms of  

reticence, volume, massing, simple 

sculptural qualities and finer detailing; 

 Why the proposed materials and  

colours are appropriate; 

 How sustainability is truly embedded in 

the overall design response. 
 

Detailing does not just mean ornament or 

decoration but the precise way in which 

components of a building are assembled 

and the intrinsic relevance of the detailing 

to the whole character. 
 

The Northumberland National Park and 

Kielder Water and Forest Park have been 

granted Dark Skies Gold Status by the  

International Dark Skies Association. The  

IDSA citation said “The quality of  

Northumberland’s night sky and the huge 

efforts made by local communities to  

preserve them, make Northumberland 

Dark Sky Park a gold tier site and one of the 

best places to stargaze in Europe”.  
 

Whatever external lighting may be  

proposed with a development, emphasis 

must be upon avoiding light pollution and 

energy wastage. Bright lights shining into 

other people’s homes can seem like  

trespass, so the location, design and level 

of lighting must be carefully considered.  

Tarset Parish falls within an E0-50 IDA  

lighting ordinance for outdoor lighting.  

Developers will be expected to  

demonstrate that lighting proposals  

comply with this ordinance and that light 

fittings have been selected and will be  

installed to comply. 

Relating to General Character 

Section 4  Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 

4.1 
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Detailed siting of new development 
 

Many factors need to be taken into  

account when first assessing the detailed 

siting of new development as well as how it 

responds to general site context. Site slope, 

views, sun-path, shelter, existing vegetation 

and surface drainage should guide  

important decisions about the planning 

and form of the new building and its  

relation to the space about it. 
 

The relationship between buildings and the 

surrounding landscape is a two-way  

interest. Views of a settlement from a  

number of routes enjoyed by neighbours or 

visitors may be as important to the  

community as the householder’s view from 

their property will be to them. So the setting 

of new development and the way it is  

contained in the landscape is just as  

important as the form, massing, materials 

and orientation of the building itself.  

 

It is now easy to bring in heavy machinery 

to a sloping site and level the ground to suit 

a building designed without concern for 

the context. Awkward banks can be left at 

the back of the cut, prominent scars be left 

by earthworks, and surface and sub-

surface drainage patterns seriously  

disturbed. Heavy retaining walls can be 

smothered with shrubbery planting to  

soften the effect but this really only  

demonstrates that a  development has not 

been sensitively judged in the first place.  
 

Our predecessors respected the natural 

contours of the land and adjusted the 

building design to take account of them. 

It is always more successful to consider how 

to use the contours and folds to obtain the 

best positioning with the minimum  

disturbance to the natural landscape of 

the site.  
 

The conservations of soils and the  

reduction of waste recycling is closely  

related to energy conservation and the 

protection of ecosystems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Relating to General Character 4.1 

A farm scene where the original farmhouse found a 

suitable plateau on which to build whilst taking 

advantage of the shelter of the hill behind.  

Dwellings sitting naturally on steep topography 

Cutting into the land form here has not worked; it has 

required the use of uncharacteristic retaining walls to 

the land form. The manipulation of land forms and 

surfaces is always associated with disturbance of  

surface drainage and often underlying hydrology. 

Section 4  Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 

Tarset and Greystead  
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Structural responses and materials 
 

Today materials such as laminated timber, 

steel and reinforced concrete should be 

given fair scope of expression of our age 

and abilities.  
 

However, the honest use of structure must 

come into play – it must not be disguised in 

the clothes of yesterday, most commonly 

seen in reinforced stone or stone clad  

lintols creating wide openings which  

natural stone could never have been 

strong enough to span.  
 

If development requirements lead to the 

need for deeper buildings with wider spans 

than typical for domestic buildings,  

consideration should be given to adopting 

the wider span character of agricultural 

buildings. 

 

 

It is recognised that a national increase in 

the use of timber frame with integral high 

levels of thermal insulation is now a valid 

form of construction but the resulting  

appearance is often very different from  

masonry buildings, particularly in the use of 

timber cladding, its colour and pattern. It 

will be expected that a full rationalisation 

of new design is presented to justify how 

the development responds to local  

character in this respect.    
 

There are valid reasons for championing 

traditional forms of masonry construction 

due to its inherent heat retaining mass 

which allows buildings in permanent use to  

more readily respond to heating  

fluctuations.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Reconstituted stone, with its too regular  

appearance and unsuitable weathering 

properties is too urban in character. It will 

not be permitted. 
 

White or brightly coloured rendered walls 

are discouraged in new development due 

to the stark visual impact within the 

landscape. 

 

 
 

Slate is the choice of preference for roofing 

materials. Care must be taken in the 

choice of cheaper slate imported from 

abroad — it is frequently of an  

unsympathetic colour and is more friable. 
 

Profiled sheeting for roofing in sympathetic 

colouring and profile will be considered in 

appropriate locations provided this can be 

fully justified. 

 

A deliberate limitation of the palette of 

materials proposed can help in making  

detailing consistent and genuine. A well 

finished building will weather well and  

marry with the existing materials of the  

area, not striking harsh contrasts.  

If deliberate punctuation of colour is  

proposed the reasoning must be  

convincingly argued. 

 

 

Consideration should also be given to the 

reflectivity of materials in an environment 

where most development is muted in  

appearance against a muted landscape 

background. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Relating to General Character 4.1 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 
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Extensions to buildings 
 

The history of alterations and additions to 

buildings in the Parish is a long one usually 

brought about by changing practical 

needs; for instance — as residents’ families 

have grown, to house aspirations of more 

comfortable living, and to fit changing  

requirements of housing of livestock. 
 

The key characteristic of successful  

extensions lies in the respect shown to the 

original building so that the existing massing 

remains the predominant form. A clear  

distinction needs to be made between 

dominant and subsidiary volumes;  

between the original building and later  

additions. 
 

This tends to be much easier to achieve  

successfully with two storey properties. 

Greater difficulties occur when the desired 

extension is closer in volume to the existing, 

and particularly so with single storey  

cottages. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Principles of Extensions and Alterations 4.2 

An isolated house of simple original massing with a history of extensions but always carried out with respect for 

the original form. All these extensions are in stone with slate roofs. 

 The very long rear single storey off-shoot extension remains subservient due to the roof ridge line being so 

much lower than the main roof line and its slight step back on plan where it meets the original house. 

 The further tiny addition on the gable of the single storey extension with its lean-to roof is respectful. 

 The two storey extension on the front of the property, whilst its gutter line is similar to the original, tucks in 

under the stone water-tabling and its small footprint once again creates a lower ridge line.  

The extension right is set back a short distance from 

the plane of the original cottage and the roof line is 

slightly lower; both helpful in ensuring that the  

original cottage is unspoilt. 

A successful two storey extension. Although the  

gutter line is the same as the original, the large set 

back from the front elevation of the property  

together with lower ridge line diminishes the impact 

of the addition. 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 
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Extensions to buildings 

Above is a clearly comprehended form of  

successive extensions. First came the simple two  

storey farmhouse with its bookend chimneys,  

followed by successive extensions to each side 

which allow the original to unambiguously remain 

assertive, and finally a simple lean-to.  
 

All of these extensions have managed to successfully 

employ water-tabling at roof ends, but more often 

the lack of water-tabling on extensions helps to  

reinforce a subsidiary quality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A change in material of either wall or roof 

finish, not both, could in expert design 

hands achieve the required effect.  

Applicants are required to fully justify such 

detailing and should refer to general  

character statements in terms of material 

and colour selection. 
 

Principles of Extensions and Alterations 4.2 

Images on the right are further  

examples of extensions in the Parish 

which have followed these  

principles 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 
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Views in and out,  

daylight, ventilation and light pollution 
 
Windows generally 
 

Windows are usually set well back in the 

structural opening creating a strong  

shadow. Whilst this may seem to be a small 

detail in the bigger picture, the sculptural 

form that these shadows create are an  

intrinsic part of the overall character of 

buildings in the Parish. 
 

There is a predominance of windows  

with vertical proportion within the elevation 

and there is generally a strong visual 

rhythm to window positioning. In new build 

homes repetition of this pattern will  

normally be expected. However, there are  

occasions when it may be visually  

acceptable to disrupt this rhythm or  

verticality, but thorough justification will 

need to be provided. 

 

At all times the aim for glazing in windows 

should be an honest one. The requirement 

for double or triple glazing to preserve  

energy produces thicker profiles of glazing 

bars than were required with single glazing 

and the effect is frequently clumsy. Where 

glazing bars are considered these should 

not be strips merely stuck on the glass to 

match the original slimmer profiles. Plain 

uninterrupted glazing is preferable to 

producing a detail which is false.  
 

If detailed well, metal windows may be  

acceptable in some circumstances,  

particularly in locations where they are  

already used in farm buildings. 
 

Timber and aluminium frames are  

sustainable choices. UPVC is an  

inappropriate material in the National Park. 

 

 

 
Bay windows 
 

Bay windows are uncharacteristic of the  

buildings in the Parish and should not be  

proposed. 

Dormer windows 
 

Dormer windows are relatively unusual in 

the Parish but where used tend to form a 

continuation of the wall face rising in stone 

to a coped gable with a slate pitched roof. 

These form a coherent elevation, with  

windows matching those below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dormer windows in new dwellings, or to 

create loft conversions, should emulate this 

design detail. If they are too many or too 

large they can detrimentally affect the 

overall character. Small scale single  

dormers related closely to positions of other 

windows are most appropriate. Large flat 

roof box dormers will not be permitted.  

 
Rooflights 
 

Roof windows do feature but they can  

detrimentally affect a building if they are 

too many or too large and do not sit close 

to the roof plane. The Parish falls within the 

‘Dark Skies’ categorisation and therefore 

light spill from all proposed new roof  

windows will form a consideration in  

planning decisions. 

Principles of Extensions and Alterations 4.2 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 64 

 

Views in and out,  

Daylight, ventilation and light pollution 
 
Conservatories, sun rooms  

and ‘garden rooms’ 
 

There has been a growing trend over the 

last few decades to attach additional 

space to dwellings in order to enjoy wider 

views, sun and more light. Originally the 

trend was for building what are commonly 

known as conservatories or sun rooms, with 

both heavily glazed walls and roofs.   
 

There is now much more concern about 

energy use. Whilst heavily glazed spaces 

can bring some advantages in making use 

of solar gain to reduce heating costs, if 

space heating is also required to allow 

year round use when there is no sun, then 

these additions (even if double or triple 

glazed) are not environmentally ‘friendly’. 

Additionally, they are not advantageous to 

the ‘Dark Skies’ designation. 
 

A ‘garden room’ extension with an  

insulated roof  will offer more economical 

year round use whilst allowing more  

daylight in and views out. Carefully  

designed, such an extension would be  

easier to integrate  with the remainder of 

the building particularly if sited on a gable 

end so there is no conflict with abutting 

eaves lines or conflicting with first floor  

Windows. 
 

The character of how buildings have 

grown in the past in terms of siting, size and 

design applies equally to the design of 

‘garden rooms’. They should always be 

subservient to the remainder of the  

building. Siting on the front of dwelling 

should always be resisted. 

 

 

4.2 Principles of Extensions and Alterations 

A garden room with slate roof reflecting the pitch of 

the main roof whilst following rules of subservience 

for extensions. Privacy is retained towards the street 

frontage and planting provides privacy to the 

glazed gable overlooking the garden. 

A heavily glazed garden room with slate roof, the hip 

making the roof less dominant than it might have 

been. This amount of glazing is acceptable facing 

totally into private garden area. 

Other extensions to this original School House also 

follow basic rules of subservience.  

Right: an example of a garden room with heavy  

timber frame allowed to weather to a natural silver 

colour which sits well with the stonework. Matching 

roof details successfully bind one to the other. 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 
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Views in and out,  

daylight, ventilation and light pollution 
 

Windows in barn conversions 
 

Barns and other agricultural buildings  

usually have simple window openings often 

associated more with ventilation than  

natural light. In converting these buildings 

to new uses existing openings should be 

used where possible. There is often  

evidence of former openings which have 

been blocked up to suit a farmer’s  

changing operational needs over time and 

these can usefully be re-opened. New 

openings should be kept to a minimum. 
 

Windows should reflect the agricultural  

nature of the barn and not be fitted with 

windows normally seen in domestic  

situations.  
 

Large openings such as hemel arches offer 

an opportunity for bold division or one  

simple large glazed opening. The opening 

must always read more powerfully than the 

glazing and its subdivisions. 
 

Upper floors may not be naturally lit other 

than by pieces of glazing within the roof 

plain. In conversions a lower standard of 

natural lighting may need to be accepted, 

but will need to be balanced against the  

increased use of artificial lighting to  

compensate. The justification for inserting 

new rooflights will need to take into  

account the size, positioning and number. 

Consideration could be given to inserting a 

window in a gable end where possible  

rather than creating a plethora of rooflights 

which will inevitably add to light pollution 

and impact on the ‘Dark Skies’. 
 

It is unlikely that justification could be made 

to extend a barn with a conservatory or  

garden room as the original robust  

simplicity would be compromised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrow ventilation slits 

can be glazed with fixed 

glass direct to the stone. 

Subdivision of the frame in a hemel opening looks 

better if in thirds or fifths rather than half or  

quartered, and should be set deep within the  

opening. New hemel arches are rarely successful 

because the wall is not thick enough.  

Many farm buildings have glazed lights  

associated with hit and miss ventilators or inward 

opening hopper lights above fixed glass. These might 

serve as models for new timber windows, which 

should always be made to suit existing openings  

rather than openings altered to suit off-the-peg  

windows. 

4.2 Principles of Extensions and Alterations 

Although several years old a good guide to 

barn conversions is an English Heritage  

production “The Conversion of Traditional Farm 

Buildings: A guide to good practice” 

Newly inserted upper 

floors may create the  

possibility for inserting new  

windows immediately 

under the eaves,  

close to the new floor 

level. 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 66 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Garages and Porches 
 

When considering garages and porches, 

both performing highly practical functions, 

there is a need to refer back to the  

character of buildings in the area; these 

spaces should be designed as subservient 

to the main building. 

 

 
 

Garages  
 

The position of vehicular and pedestrian 

access to a house, particularly to a new 

dwelling, will depend on the site frontage 

and be subject to advice provided by the 

County Highway Authority. Site layout 

should seek to minimise the amount of  

vehicle related hard surfacing.  
 

If a garage is required as part of an existing 

development there will generally be a  

preference to attach a garage to an  

existing dwelling as a subsidiary volume to 

it, and in the same materials.  
 

For a new dwelling, similar principles apply. 

A garage integral to the main body of the 

house will be resisted as this is too urban in 

character.  
 

Consideration should be taken of the style 

of garage opening and the door used. The 

impact of larger garage doors can be out 

of scale with other openings and in most 

cases it may be more aesthetically  

pleasing to have two doors for a two car 

garage.  
 

However, particularly in a new-build  

situation, or the need for a free-standing 

garage for an existing home, a planning 

application will be judged on the  

justification of the design through  

submission of design principles associated 

with the character of the neighbourhood. 

 

 

 

Two images showing re-use of existing buildings for 

garaging and storage purposes. 

The photograph below makes use of the form of the 

traditional hemel arch (but great care has to be  

taken to achieve authentic proportions) 

Examples of successful formats 

4.2 Principles of Extensions and Alterations 
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Porches 
 

There is no strong evidence of porches  

as an historic element of dwellings. Porch  

additions are products of twentieth century 

need to provide some protection against 

this exposed and windy climate.  
 

Previous generations took a good deal of 

care to seek shelter from wind and  

weather by siting their homes away from 

most exposed quarters.  
 

Today we are even more concerned to 

conserve energy and reduce draughts. It is 

therefore relevant that this type of  

protection forms part of today’s design  

justification. 
 

It is surprisingly difficult to design a porch as 

an addition to a building, particularly if it is 

on the main elevation. They frequently  

appear to over-dominate the original 

building main façade, particularly if  

conceived as a mini-conservatory. This 

type of porch will be resisted. 
 

If a front door has a window above it the 

height of a porch roof may be restricted 

thus affecting the proportions. 
 

There seems to be one common feature of 

porches that marry well with the main 

building which is that the roofing material  

follows the lead of the main house. 
 

Barn conversions should never include  

external porches as the robust simplicity of 

the original building will be compromised.  

 

 

 

 

 

In designing a new home consideration 

should be given to siting a draught lobby 

integral to the main volume. 

An appropriate and pretty glazed porch addition in  

Lanehead with steeply sloped slate pitched roof 

matching the main roof — however note that it is 

very close to the original upper window 

A small solid porch in materials matching the  

terraced houses in Greenhaugh. 

The detached house is ‘as built’ without a porch 

A selection of successful porch extensions.  

A more contemporary  

approach  : a robust gable 

wall with a glass roof and 

entrance screen behind 

4.2 Principles of Extensions and Alterations 
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Chimneys and flues 

 

There is now a frequent understandable 

desire for woodburning stoves, viewed as a 

general sustainable source of providing  

additional heat in a dwelling when  

required.  
 

A new dwelling is expected to consider the 

positioning of chimneys as important  

rhythmical vertical elements associated 

with the overall aesthetic of chimneys in 

the Parish, and these can reasonably be 

used for the flues of woodburning stoves as 

well as open fires. 
 

In the conversion of farm buildings,  

however, an insulated metal flue should be 

exposed above roof level rather than  

being disguised in the domestic clothes of 

a masonry chimney. 

 

 
Roofs generally 

 

The pitch of roofs should always be  

carefully considered to reflect the steep 

pitches associated with the Parish.  

However, high dominant roofs will not be 

accepted resulting from deep floor plans. 

The tendency to produce lower pitches 

over deep floor plans to avoid excessive 

height will not be accepted either. Roof 

forms are best if kept simply linear without 

excessive sculptural forms resulting from  

numerous dormer windows and off-shoots 

from a rectangular floor plan. 

 

The finer details of roofs should also reflect 

those in the Parish with gutters close to 

walls and appropriate rainwater goods.  

 

The general character of the details of the 

area discussed in Section 4 must be  

understood, and proposed deviation from 

these will need to be fully justified.  

 

 

 

 

Solar panels 

 

Whilst small scale solar and photovoltaic 

panels are welcomed their positioning must 

be carefully considered. Large arrays of  

panels are detrimental to the wider views in 

the Parish due to the prominent glare they 

can produce on bright days. 
 

They are generally considered to be  

unsuitable for  roof elevations facing roads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consideration should be given to fixing 

panels on out-buildings or, if land is  

available, at low level in garden areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An acceptable introduction of solar panels which 

are similar in form to inserting rooflights 

4.3 Finer Details 

Photovoltaic panels fixed to an out-building with 

wind turbine in the background serving this off-grid 

location 
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Site Boundaries 
 

Historically walls and fences defined  

property boundaries, but did not attempt 

visual exclusion.  Tall boundary walls and 

fences will not be permitted as these have 

an urbanising effect on the character,  

particularly in the Parish settlements.  

 

 
Stone walls 
 

Stone walls stretching out from buildings 

and settlements in the Parish are, as much 

as any other feature, the element that 

binds the building and setting together. 

They form a spreading web anchoring the 

settlement to its ground. 
 

Drystone walls provide a highly durable as 

well as visually appropriate investment.  
 

They are a valuable refuge for wildlife and 

provide an opportunity for enhancing the 

biodiversity of a development. The use of 

local stone will attract plants, lichen and 

moss growth reflecting the local ecology 

and flora thereby reinforcing the sense of 

local distinctiveness. 

 

 
Fences and hedges 
 

Fences may in some locations be  

adequate and appropriate, though they 

do not achieve the same visual effect as 

stone walling. A fence will frequently need 

to be erected to protect a young hedge 

with the intention that it will eventually  

become subordinate to the mature hedge. 
 

Vertical lapboard or horizontal ranch style 

boarding is not appropriate.  

 

Drystone boundary wall to garden in Lanehead 

Landscaping 4.4 

The two high fences do not make good neighbours 

and urbanise Lanehead 

Garden wall that defines but does not exclude  

in Greenhaugh 

Section 4 Detail of New Development, Extensions and Alterations 

Tarset and Greystead  

Landscape and Design Assessment 



 

 

 70 

 

Hard Surfaces 
 

Nothing in the way of external hard  

landscape featured in long established 

rural settlements seems over-elaborate or  

superfluous. Functional simplicity applies to 

footpaths and paved areas, vehicular 

cross-overs and the edges of roadways. 

Nature plays a part in softening the details 

still further with moss, grass and wild flowers. 
 

Where new vehicular access from the  

public highway into private residential 

property is required the County Highway 

Engineer will require some performance 

criteria to be met in terms of width of entry, 

the distance set back from the road, the 

visibility splays and the type of construction 

of the base and surface to cope with  

residential traffic. Generally, however, the 

grass verge should be allowed to grow 

over the edge of the cross-over, without 

concrete kerbs, to soften the visual impact. 
 

Within the private plot surfaces must be of 

self-draining permeable material to reduce 

the need for run-off collection, minimise the 

construction of storm-water drainage and 

help to reduce peak flows in nearby 

watercourses in times of high rainfall.  

 

 

Signs and advertising 
 

All signs obviously need to be clear to  

convey the message. However, they must 

not be visually intrusive. 
 

Directional signs to business premises will 

normally be acceptable subject to  

satisfactory size, design and colouring, and 

subject to Highways Approval where  

required. If they are set against a back-

drop of hedge or wall they will be more 

easily read and not clutter the general 

open views. 
 

Illumination of signs will not be permitted  

 

Landscaping 4.4 

A vehicular cross-over with soft edges to Highway 

Gravel rolled in natural hoggin to provide a  

wheelchair and baby-buggy friendly surface. 

Natural sandstone paving also provides suitable  

surfaces ‘in-keeping’ with the rural location. 

A plethora of uncoordinated directional signs such 

as this is not acceptable 
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Trees and Shrubs 
 

Tarset has a remarkable ancient pedigree 

of native species. Post Ice-age recolonising 

with birch, oak, alder and hazel are all fully 

represented today.  

 

There is a wide palette of well-established 

species which in use would maintain the 

colour and texture of the landscape. The 

selection also provides habitat and  

food-source for wildlife.  

 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan 

proposes a strong preference for the  

palette highlighted right. 

 

Ash is prominent from  massive 19th century 

planting of hedgerow trees. Ash die-back 

disease may be a future problem but  

research for resistant stock is in hand and 

may allow for fresh plantings associated 

with new development.  

 

Mixed oak and birch is characteristic of the 

drift terraces along the sides of villages and 

could be more widely used. 

 

Birch gives early benefit of a delicate light 

canopy.  

 

Of the coniferous species Douglas fir and 

European larch add contrast and 

evergreen holly and yew provide density.  

 

 

 

 

 

While field boundary hedges tend to be 

thorn, blackthorn and hazel, for domestic 

property beech, holly, thorn, hornbeam 

and yew would be preferred, (though yew 

is unsuitable where it can be reached by 

livestock as its foliage is toxic to them).  

 

Care must be taken not to suggest new 

garden planting which brings a sub-urban 

taste to the natural landscape.  

 

 

 

Trees and Shrubs – A Suggested Palette 
(this is not intended as a planting manual)  

 
Trees: 

Alder- Alnus glutinosa 

Ash – Fraxinus excelsior 

Birch Betula pendula and Betula pubescens 

European Larch – Larix decidua 

Holly -  Ilex aquifolium 

Oak -  Quercus robur 

Rowan – Sorbus aucuparia 

Scots Pine – Pinus sylvestris 

Willow -  Salix alba 

 

Shrubs: 

Bird Cherry -  Prunus padus 

Blackthorn – Prunus spinosa 

Dog Rose – Rosa canina 

Hawthorn – Crataegus monogyna 

Hazel – Corylus avellana  

oak birch ash alder Scots Pine 

Landscaping 4.4 
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